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20, 2012, but her legacy will live on forever in 
the hearts and minds of those she served. 

Congresswoman Hall grew up in Mound 
Bayou, Mississippi, during the pre-civil rights 
era. Segregation laws were strict in the South 
during that time, and she learned early in life 
how to succeed despite great opposition. In 
1960, Katie earned a bachelor’s degree from 
Mississippi Valley State University. Later, she 
moved to Indiana and continued her edu-
cation, earning a master’s degree from Indiana 
University, Bloomington, in 1968. 

The Congresswoman’s involvement in poli-
tics began when she campaigned for former 
Mayor of Gary Richard Hatcher. Her work on 
the campaign further fueled her desire to 
serve others and inspired her to run for elect-
ed office. Prior to becoming a Member of Con-
gress, she served in the Indiana House of 
Representatives from 1974 to 1976 and was 
then elected to the Indiana Senate, serving 
from 1976 to 1982. As a member of the Indi-
ana General Assembly, Mrs. Hall was influen-
tial in establishing the Genesis Center, Hud-
son-Campbell Fitness Center, and the Adam 
Benjamin Metro Center, in Gary. Katie also 
served as the Chair for the Lake County 
Democratic Committee from 1978 to 1980 and 
for the Indiana Democratic Convention in 
1980. In 1982, following the untimely passing 
of United States Congressman Adam Ben-
jamin, Jr., Katie won the special election to 
complete his term in office and to represent 
the First Congressional District of Indiana in 
the 98th Congress, becoming the first African 
American from Indiana elected to serve in the 
United States House of Representatives. 
While in office, Katie served as Chairwoman 
of the Post Office and Civil Services Sub-
committee on Census and Population. During 
her time in Congress, Representative Hall 
made a truly historic contribution through her 
sponsorship of the bill that made Reverend Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr.’s birthday a national 
holiday. This bill had been stalled in the 
House for fourteen years, and through her 
passion and persistence, Katie was successful 
in establishing this recognition of Dr. King. 

Mrs. Hall was a trailblazer for the Civil 
Rights Movement and a devoted public serv-
ant to her community, state, and nation. In the 
years following her term, Katie continued her 
life of public service as City Clerk for Gary, In-
diana, from 1988 to 2003. 

Katie Hall leaves behind a loving family. 
She is survived by her cherished husband, 
John Henry Hall, as well as her adoring 
daughters, Jacqueline and Junifer, and her be-
loved granddaughter, Kristina. She also leaves 
behind many other dear friends and family 
members, as well as a saddened community 
and a grateful nation. 

Mr. Speaker, I respectfully ask that you and 
my other distinguished colleagues join me in 
remembering the Honorable Katie Hall for her 
tremendous contributions to the people of her 
community, the State of Indiana, and the 
United States of America. Her life of public 
service is to be admired. Her legacy will serve 
as an inspiration to us all. 
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Mr. LATHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and congratulate Kale Render of 
Indianola for achieving the rank of Eagle 
Scout. 

The Eagle Scout rank is the highest ad-
vancement rank in scouting. Only about five 
percent of Boy Scouts earn the Eagle Scout 
Award. The award is a performance-based 
achievement with high standards that have 
been well-maintained over the years. 

To earn the Eagle Scout rank, a Boy Scout 
is obligated to pass specific tests that are or-
ganized by requirements and merit badges, as 
well as completing an Eagle Project to benefit 
the community. Kale’s project included land-
scaping and renovating Indianola’s National 
Balloon Classic Launch Field. The work ethic 
Kale has shown in this project, and every 
other project leading up to his Eagle Scout 
rank, speaks volumes of his commitment to 
serving a cause greater than himself. 

Mr. Speaker, the example set by this young 
man and his supportive family demonstrates 
the rewards of hard work, dedication and per-
severance. I am honored to represent Kale 
and his family in the United States Congress. 
I know that all of my colleagues in the House 
will join me in congratulating him on obtaining 
the Eagle Scout ranking, and will wish him 
continued success in his future education and 
career. 
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Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute and to honor Mrs. Gavina 
Guadarrama on her 101st birthday. Mrs. 
Guadarrama has been fortunate that God has 
graced her with good health and her full fac-
ulties to reach this wonderful centennial. 

Mrs. Guadarrama was born in Hato Tejas, 
Puerto Rico on February 19, 1911 as the eld-
est daughter of Jose and Victoria Acevedo. 
Raised in a household of 10 siblings, many of 
the responsibilities fell upon her as her par-
ents worked. Those siblings still alive tell sto-
ries of how special she made each one of 
them feel with the little she had to share. 

Mrs. Guadarrama would marry her husband 
Juan Guadarrama at the age of 29 and begin 
a life together that would span close to 50 
years. They had two lovely daughters—Maria 
and Honoria—and built a lovely house with a 
full veranda in their hometown. Years later 
due to the economy, they would move to 
Brooklyn, New York where she gave birth to 
her youngest daughter Rosie. Mrs. 
Guadarrama would remain in Brooklyn for the 
rest of her life as she raised and schooled her 
children. 

Mrs. Guadarrama had a true skill for sewing 
and had always dreamed of being a fashion 
designer. She created patterns from brown 

bags and made designer dresses for herself 
and her daughters—always receiving high 
praise and recognition for her talents. Most of 
her career was as a homemaker, caring for 
her husband, children, and seven grand-
children. 

In 1988, Mrs. Guadarrama lost the love of 
her life, Juan, to lung cancer. They had a lov-
ing relationship that spanned nearly half a 
century. Even with the loss of her husband, 
Mrs. Guadarrama continues to maintain the 
strong familial bonds that have spanned four 
generations. Mrs. Guadarrama is blessed to 
have her family and the gracious home attend-
ants that care for her with love and respect. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to recognize Mrs. 
Guadarrama for her extraordinary strength as 
the anchor of her family and on the celebra-
tion of her 101st birthday. 
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CONGRATULATORY REMARKS FOR 
OBTAINING THE RANK OF EAGLE 
SCOUT—TREVOR PHILIP CONTE 

HON. SANDY ADAMS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 27, 2012 

Mrs. ADAMS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
congratulate Trevor Philip Conte for achieving 
the rank of Eagle Scout. 

Throughout the history of the Boy Scouts of 
America, the rank of Eagle Scout has only 
been attained through dedication to concepts 
such as honor, duty, country and charity. By 
applying these concepts to daily life, Trevor 
has proven his true and complete under-
standing of their meanings, and thereby de-
serves this honor. 

I offer my congratulations on a job well done 
and best wishes for the future. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 100TH BIRTH-
DAY OF HADASSAH OF GREATER 
BALTIMORE 

HON. JOHN P. SARBANES 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 27, 2012 

Mr. SARBANES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to celebrate the 100th birthday of Hadassah of 
Greater Baltimore. Hadassah, founded in 
1912, is a volunteer women’s organization that 
strives to enhance the quality of American and 
Jewish life through educational programs, pro-
moting health awareness, and aiding the per-
sonal enrichment and growth of its members 
and surrounding communities. 

Established in 1912 by Henrietta Szold, the 
daughter of a rabbi at Temple Oheb Shalom 
in Baltimore, Hadassah has over 300,000 
members and is the largest Jewish organiza-
tion in America and one of the largest wom-
en’s volunteer organizations in the world. 

Upon returning from a trip to Israel, Ms. 
Szold took it upon herself to create an organi-
zation that could aid the people of the region 
who were afflicted with starvation and disease. 
By 1918, Hadassah had sent an entire med-
ical unit to Israel where they helped to develop 
the beginning of the Israeli healthcare system. 

In 1934, Hadassah helped to create Youth 
Aliyah, a child rescue program that saved tens 
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